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the Presidency meant the opening of a new epoch in

national history. The Eepnblican party had been for many
years becoming more and more the party not merely of
conservatives but of reactionaries. Its policy was con-
trolled by the great industrial and commercial interests
which had grown into enormous proportions during the
preceding quarter of a century. These, with the allied rail-
way interests, constituted a veritable imperium in imperio,
an invisible government more powerful than the govern-
ment itself. The representatives of these interests argued,
with all the sincerity of profound conviction, that since
under their guidance and through their development the
country had attained the greatest prosperity it had ever
known, it was only just that the country should be given
the kind of government most favorable to them. Their
reasoning had never found more complete acceptance than
was the case under President McKinley's administration.

The first note of protest lifted by any Eepublican official
and leader had come from Eoosevelt while he was Governor
of New York. The entire country had heard it, and the
powerful interests whose dominion it threatened had com-
bined in a determined effort to render him powerless by
"placing him on the shelf' of the Vice-Presidency, thus
retiring him from public life. Knowing the man through
his course in the Governorship they knew what confronted
them when he became the Executive of the nation. The
period of complacent acquiescence in things as they were
had closed.

A new period, of action in the field of the things that
ought to be, was about to open. Henry Adams, who had
known Eoosevelt long and intimately, in his very remark-
able book, "The Education of Henry Adams/' says of him
as he entered upon the Presidency:

"Power when wielded by abnormal energy is the most
serious of facts, and all Eoosevelt's friends knew that his
restless and combative energy was more than normal.
Eoosevelt, more than any other living man within the range
of notoriety, showed the singular primitive quality that